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Designing Gender Governance in Jeonbuk:
Development of a Framework and Strategies

Heejin Jun - Juyeon Lee - Ahram Jeon - Jihoon Choi

As the decentralization of power advances, the role of governance that reflects the
local situation and the demands of local residents is becoming increasingly important.
In particular, Jeollabuk-do has a high population mobility rate among young women
and a low gender equality index in terms of female representation and other
indicators. In this situation, there is a need to spread a culture of gender equality in
Jeollabuk-do and promote the political and social participation of women. As a result,
today, the establishment and operation of gender governance are being emphasized
more than before. The establishment of gender governance is expected to contribute
to securing a foundation for equal rights in politics, the economy, and society for
socially disadvantaged groups, including women, in terms of their status, capacity

enhancement, and decision-making.

This study examines the current conditions of gender governance and policy
implementation in Jeollabuk-do and seeks to identify potential beneficial factors for
gender governance in the region through an analysis of successful case studies. The
research method involved conducting in-depth interviews with 21 members of gender
governance, as well as gathering expert opinions on appropriate gender governance
approaches within the region. The in-depth interviews focused on the participants'

experiences with gender governance, their future perspectives, their evaluations of the
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women's movement in Jeollabuk-do, and their ideas for intergovernmental
cooperation. Additionally, interviews were conducted with representatives who
provided insights into the future of the women's movement in Jeollabuk-do,
practitioners in the field of women's issues, and grassroots youth activists from various

fields to gather diverse opinions.

The tasks identified for activating gender governance in Jeollabuk-do through
in-depth interviews are 1) identifying and expanding the participation of women from
diverse backgrounds and interests; 2) operating a gender governance platform; 3)
promoting cooperation among gender governance members, including women's groups
and administration; and 4) expanding activities beyond areas traditionally considered
women's domains through the engagement of diverse sectors of society. Respondents
emphasized the need for proactive efforts by the administration, such as establishing
and implementing gender equality policies and programs, revising local regulations in
line with gender equality consciousness in the legislature, and promoting public
discourse on women's issues by women's organizations. Additionally, academia can
contribute by diagnosing local issues and suggesting directions for improvement, while
the media can help promote and evaluate gender governance. Finally, effective
collaboration and participation from various sectors of civil society, particularly those

with diverse perspectives and interests in women's issues, is also essential.

The Jeonbuk Gender Equality Center, as a hub, is expected to provide a platform for
collaboration and expand the activities of the local women's movement in Jeonju to
the 14 cities and counties in Jeollabuk-do. The center will also connect the grassroots

networks within the region through the discovery of young generations.

Finally, four suggestions can be made for activating gender governance in

Jeollabuk-do. Firstly, there is a need to create opportunities to actively interpret local
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activities by accumulating local women's history and records. Secondly, by establishing
a cooperative education program in women's studies at local universities, it is possible
to train women and gender experts who share a sense of problem awareness in the
region, while also creating a demand for a graduate program in women's studies.
Thirdly, it is necessary to establish a gender consultation process related to the
operation of policies and projects within the province by appointing gender advisory
staff within administrative and legislative agencies. Lastly, there is a need to provide
education on perspectives regarding the changing sensitivities of gender and society

across generations and, promote a view of society through a gender equality lens.

gender governance, gender equality, female representation, women's movement,
intergovernmental cooperation, gender governance platform, Jeollabuk Gender Equality
Center, grassroots networks, women's history, women's studies, gender advisory
staff, gender consultation, gender equality lens.
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